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OVERVIEW.
This submission, by me as a Catholic layperson, is in support of the unaltered maintenance
of the Seal of Confession by Catholic clergy.
BACKGROUND.
The Catholic Tradition of Divine intervention in human history springs from God's
Presence as the overriding and constant tradition of Ancient Judaism. Christianity has its
origins in the Jewish Law and in its forms of worship. 
Like Australia's legal and moral framework, Jewish law and morality, as understood in the
Old Testament, became the framework from which Jesus of Nazareth brought a new,
revolutionary concept of the nearness of The Deity, strictly "The Theity", and of the
immanence and transcendence of God's loving and merciful presence in the world, then
and now, and inside and outside of Space and Time.
The concrete, loving and merciful presence on Earth of The Redeemer is nowhere more or
better illustrated than in His reaching out to those who have "fallen", to those who have
been entrapped in what we call "Sin". That is, in whatever grievous, "mortal" (life-
threatening) form we have fallen short of human perfection as it was understood in The
Master's time, or is in ours now. Sacred Scripture, for it is sacred to Christianity's
adherents, is filled with examples of mercy, and of divine forgiveness.
The rabbi, priest, minister, Iman is the ordained go-between linking God and Humanity.
He or She serves the express purpose of praying to God, to "The Father", to "The Author
of Life" for our reunification with The Deity, for our oneness with God. And, importantly,
for an individual penitent to be released from the mantle of his or her sinfulness.
This brings us to the notion of "Sacrament", especially the Sacrament of Reconciliation: of
turning, again, towards goodness and virtue; that is, towards God. A sacrament is an
encounter with God, none more so than this meeting to "confess", to be enveloped again by
God's infinite mercy: this, I believe, is the minister's primary sacramental function.
In no way does the ordained ministry's gift of interceding between the Godhead and
Humanity absolve the penitent from the obligation to make restitution for immoral and
illegal acts. The minister also has the power to withhold God's forgiveness where sorrow
and restitution are not intended by the penitent; that is, to not hear the penitent's
confession. Where a valid, good confession is made, though, the priest's obligation to
never reveal what has been said remains, a secret before God. It must ever remain so.
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